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• Sam is one spirited little girl convinced that she can do big

things without anybody’s help, even her big brothers. So she
sets out to prove it, showing she’s a real fisherwoman early one
summer morning at her family’s lake cottage. Readers will
thrill at each step of Sam’s mission. When things seem to go
awry, families will cheer for Sam as she faces each new hurdle
with a can-do attitude. But will this spunky little girl catch
her fish?
• Described as “visual haiku,” Melody Zahn Russell’s potato
prints embody Sam’s story beautifully, grounding it in the
adventures of a life on the water.

Advance Praise for Sam Fisherwoman
“A plucky little girl gets herself into a tangle and out of
it….This is a fun and funny story about fishing, family, and
determination. Readers will cheer for Sam, Fisherwoman.”
—Rebecca Rule, host of “Our Hometown” on NHPBS, & author, The Iciest, Diciest, Scariest Sled
Ride Ever! and N is for NH

“Sam, Fisherwoman is definitely a winner. Children will instantly be drawn to the colorful
cover and illustrations. They’ll enjoy Sam’s worm and fishing line dilemma and will
undoubtedly be eager to relate their own fishing tales. The book is a terrific read aloud
with a clever title and priceless ending.”
—Carolyn Vanaman, elementary school librarian

About the Author and Artist
Maggie Kemp came to New Hampshire in the 1990s to practice medicine. Today, she lives, and
writes, on a pond in Lempster, NH with her husband and their dogs: long-haired miniature
dachshund, Russell, and Bassett hound, Phoebe. This is Maggie’s first book. An author website
is under construction at www.maggiekemp.com with a website launch planned for March 2018.
Illustrator Melody Zahn Russell lives in Hancock, NH. She is a Waldorf Art Educator.
Watercolor, poetry and potato printing are her specialties. She received her Masters in Early
Childhood Education at the University of New Hampshire, then studied Waldorf Education,
Sculpture and Eurythmy in England for three years and New York for five. Please visit
www.mrsrussellspotatoes.com and learn about potato printing!
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Teachers and librarians love Sam!
The fishing glossary and safety tips prompt rich
conversations with children and parents about the
classic fun of fishing at the lake on a lazy summer day.

More Praise for Sam Fisherwoman
“Sam, Fisherwoman is definitely a winner. Children will instantly be drawn to the
colorful cover and illustrations. They'll enjoy Sam's worm and fishing line dilemma
and will undoubtedly be eager to relate their own fishing tales. The book is a terrific read
aloud with a clever title and priceless ending.”
--Carolyn Vanaman, elementary school librarian
“In this first-person narrative, Sam shows great examples of problem-solving,
determination, and achievement. Not only is this a work of realistic fiction, it also teaches
children about being safe near water and other important facts about fishing. Siblings
should never underestimate the abilities of younger brothers and sisters!”
--Janice Brehio, librarian
“Sam is a delight! She demonstrates that any obstacle can be overcome to
achieve a goal with a little determination, quick thinking and a positive
attitude. The texture and depth of the colorful illustrations perfectly complement the
young protagonist’s personality.”
--Tina Fava, Library Director, Children’s Librarian
“This story captures the fresh mountain air of Deep Creek Lake where a sister can prove she
is as able as her brothers. The marriage of text and illustrations works nicely to capture the
serenity of the lake that I have grown to love over the years. Reading Sam,
Fisherwoman is good medicine, nature trumping pharmacy.”
--Carole Ann Lovett, early childhood educator for 33 years
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Interview with author Maggie Kemp
1. You vacationed at Deep Creek Lake as a child, can you describe the
memory that inspired you to write: “Sam, Fisherwoman: The Reel Story”?
I used to go to my grandparents’ cottage on Deep Creek Lake in the summer. In the
morning it was our ritual to go fishing. One morning I woke up, and no one else was up, and
I thought: “Gee, I’m going fishing!” It was always assumed that my brothers could do things
that I couldn’t because I was a girl. I wanted to prove that I could do anything that they
could do.
One morning I got up and went fishing by myself. I baited the hook and the fishing pole fell
in the lake. I pulled on the fishing line to pull the pole back up and all of the line came off
the reel. It was tied onto the pole at the end, but there was quite a mess of tangled fishing
line. I didn’t know what to do, so I ran back to my room and went back to bed. My
grandfather found the line in the morning. The real story was a little different, so I had to
invent a new ending.
2. As a poet, what was it like embarking on a more long form narrative?
I actually wrote this story before I got involved in writing poetry. I wrote this story 20 years
ago. It took 20 years for Melody to agree to do illustrations. I like writing short things. It’s
natural, poets are very precise about the words they want to use and how they punctuate
things; it doesn’t feel like a departure from poetry. Children’s books are perfect forms for
poets.
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3. How do the Maryland and New Hampshire landscapes inform your
creative process?
I live on Long Pond in Lempster, New Hampshire, but it feels like a lake. I watch the loons,
and I’ve always been interested in animals. There are lot of parallels in what I see in nature
and what I see in people. Animals have a sense of purpose in what they do.
4. How did Sam - your strong, independent protagonist - come to be? Does
she remind you of yourself at her age?
Yes, she is definitely patterned after me when I was a child. I grew up in a family that was
extremely patriarchal. There are some strong women in my family, but we’ve had to really
push our way through. Some of that I’ve held onto. I was going to prove I could do anything
my brothers could do. We’re all very close in age. I wanted to make it clear that I could do
anything that they could do.
5. What do you hope children (and adults!) will take away from Sam’s
adventure?
I hope they will see that it’s a good thing to be persistent and determined, and to work
toward a goal. Sam’s goal was to catch that fish, and she pursued it in spite of everything.
She persevered through her difficulty–having the pole fall overboard. Her father’s reaction
to all the fishing line on the dock is something most parents can relate to. Does the mess
shock him? Or is he proud of his daughter for catching the fish? It’s something to talk about.
I put the safety information in the back because there are things Sam could learn from her
adventure. She wore a life jacket throughout the book–I was adamant about that detail. It
is important that children and people who can’t swim well wear a life jacket. Being near the
water, you have to have it on. She learned that she should tell a trusted adult where she is
going to be, and what she is doing. It’s a safety thing.
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6. Can you discuss the feminist tone of Sam's story?
When I grew up, feminism was very important. I became a physician, which was an unusual
thing for women to do at the time. It was challenging at times, but I persevered. Sam is not
someone to be intimidated by her brothers or her father or anyone else. She just did her
thing.
7. Can you discuss your dual role as a writer and a physician?
Becoming a physician had a lot to do with my interest in biology and animals. I had wanted
to be a veterinarian, but I am very allergic to cats. I had always been good at math, and I
liked it. I could prove my answer, which was important to me, to be able to show that I was
right–to prove my point.
When I had to stop working as a physician, I raised my children. I was always committed to
the idea that I was not going to be a stay at home mom. After working to raise my children,
what I enjoyed most was writing. In high school my favorite thing was creative writing. I had
always been involved in music–I played piano and the flute. As an adult, I also learned to
play violin and cello. The interest in the arts has always been there.
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